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License Condition 12.3 states that the licensee shall operate in full compliance with the
requirements of each other Division of the Department. The licensee has recently been
cited by the Air Pollution Control Division for violations of that Division's regulations
and the licensee’s air permit. During the inspection close-out briefing, a representative
of the Air Pollution Control Division expressed concerns regarding a number of issues
pertaining to the operation of the facility. These concerns included: (1) small short term
projects at the mill being started without obtaiming the required air permits; (2) 2
potential emjssion point not on the current facility permit; and, (3) questions about
NESHAP and fugitive ermissions from the exposed areas of the impoundments. The
licensee must ensure that activities at the mill are conducted in accordance with the
requirements established by the Department’s Air Pollution Control Division. In addition
to the notifications required under License Condition 12.2.2, the licensee must provide
this Division with timely ongoing decumnentation describing violations, corrective
actions, and the dates when full compliance with Air Pollution Control Division
requirements is achieved.

The reduced water level in the impoundments has exposed a considerable surface area
and has created the potential for substantially increased emissions of radioactive
materials from the site. The effectiveness of the licensee’s efforts to control air
emissions by covering the portions of the exposed areas of the impoundment with a -
mulch material was not verified during the inspection through independent air sampling.
It appears from the visual examination of the impoundment that large areas of mill
tailings are currently exposed. The licensee should take inmediate action to contro] air
EInissions.

Wooden crates Jocated in the bone yard were posted with radiation placards and stenciled
with cautions pertaining o radioactive surface contaminated items. A survey of these
items did not identify any gamma radiation above background. Whenever radiation
warning signs, postings, or stencils are left in place when there is no hazard the
effectiveness of the warnungs signs and stencils are diminished. Complacency in the use
of warning signs may lead to unnecessary cxposures and unsafe conditions. The licensee
should take inamediate action to identify and eliminate any and all warning signs, labels,
stencils, etc. throughout the facility which falsely indicate the presence of radioactive
materials or a radiation hazard.
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As required by RH 10.2 of the Regulations, this notice must be posted so as to permit individuals
engaged in licensed activities to observe if on the way to or from any particular licensed activity Jocation
to which the docurent applies. Any acknowledgment to this report by the licensee shall be posted within
five (5) working days after dispatched by the licensee. Such documents shall remain posted fora
minimum of five (5) working days or until actions comecting the violations have been completed,
whichever is later.

If you have any questions concerning this letter, please contact Timothy G. Bonzer, Lead of
Compliance for this Division at (303) 692-3055. '

Eugene W. Potter, Manager
Radiation Services Program

EWP:TP

ce: Scott Mason CDPHE - Air Pollation
EdSmith CDPHE - Hazardous Materials
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