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quick to point out that the efforts have been concentrated on
Cotter property.

Specifically, Boughton said, Cotter officials still have not
conducted remediation work in Prospect Heights and in the
residential parts of the Sand Creek drainage area just below
the mill.
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He claims those areas were contaminated with mill
byproducts during a 1965 flood that occurred before a Soil
Conservation Service dam was built near the Cotter mill in
1971.

"They'll say they aren’t able to do the cleanup because they
can't get access to the property. That's because they have no
answers for people on how the cleanup will leave their
property,"” Boughton said.

Boughton said he knows of residents who refuse access to
Cotter officials because they fear the cleanup efforts will
involve tearing up of fences, buildings and homes.

Cotter opponents will push for an impartial Environmental
Impact Statement study, completion of the off-site cleanup
and a new Health Risk Assessment, which they say was
mandated by the court settlement.
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